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= Getting In

A resting place to l 1€ for?
By Amy M. Spindler

ust think of the gates as the last velvet rope.
And think of the mausoleum as the last VILP room the fabulous will ever
enter. And think of Tvler Cassity as the cemetery set's Steve Rubell, who
imdnbdtbwvhhehoam”nbcbunhthm
perpetuity. Finally, someone is creating 2 home for those who are,
hu-nlly.m-mlymdy
Cassity 13 the new 28-vear-old owner of the 100-vear-old Hollywood Me-
monal Park Cemetery, final resting place of Rudolph Valentino, Jayne Mans-
field, Tyrone Power, Peter Lorre and about 80,000 others who invented Holly-
wood, from pioncers to city founders to one of the first feature-film directors
((adl.Dehlllt).m(ﬁulE.M)malea-
ky), mowie stars (Florence Lawrence) and Academy Award wanners (Janet
Gaynor). Emdumwbpnﬂa.rwmdmmnl“b.ﬁ'ﬂ-
cox 1s entombed there.
It was the first cemetery in Hollywood, but until Cassity bought the bankrupt
landmark for $375,000, it was the last place anyone would have wanted 1o be
buried. Jules Roth, who had owned the graveyard since 1940, died in January and
left behind — in addition te a large collection of Playboy Club keys from across
the country and what i1s perhaps the only swinger's wet bar ever installed in a
—am‘nlnm&;whwmhd
thejml of the where Bugsy Siegel Les. Roth, a bit of 2 gam-
H-uuﬂoﬁmmnd property, incl the orginal entrance, 10
strip malls, which then used up most of the available water, so the grounds had
died. According 10 Cassity, Roth hadn't repared the roofs for 30 years; he raid-
ed and sold suatuary from the mausoleums, never repaired earthquake damage 10
crypes and left the fund meant 10 take care of the cemetery till the end of nme
mussing about $9 mullson. The cemetery was making more money from disinver-
mets — disillussoned families taking their loved ones elsewhere — than burals.
The gates were about 10 be padlocked when Cassity made a bid: his was the
only one. “It’s a cultural icon full of cultural icons,” Cassity says. “But in the
state it was in, for the people who have that need, this wasn't the place 10 be.”
Out the front gate, there's a clear view of the Hollywood sign. Out the
back, the Paramount Pictures prop house. Casnity concluded that for a gener-
ation fixated on celebrities, becoming common dust with the glitterati is cer-
tamnly beter than an awograph. The new design, by the trendiest team of de-
signers he could find to artract the discerning dead. makes room for 60,000
more of the famous or their fans. Plans include multimedia centers, a virtual
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